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Educational background 
B.A. Carleton College, 1982 magna cum laude with distinction in psychology 
M.S. Yale University, 1984 
M.Phil Yale University, 1985 
Ph.D. Yale University, 1987 in social psychology 
 
Employment history 
2004-  Professor of psychology, The College of Wooster 
1997- 2004 Associate professor of psychology, The College of Wooster 
1992-1997 Assistant professor of psychology, The College of Wooster 
1989-1992 Assistant professor of psychology, Allegheny College 
1987-1989 Assistant professor of psychology, Tufts University 
 
Other professional positions 
2011-   Fellow, Institute for Human-Animal Connection, University of Denver Graduate 

School of Social Work 
2006-2007  Visiting Research Associate, Oberlin College Environmental Studies Department 
2001-2002  Visiting Scholar, University of Massachusetts, Boston, School of Natural 

Resources 
1997  Visiting Research Fellow, University of Kent, Canterbury, UK 
1991  Visiting Research Associate, Oberlin College Psychology Department 
 
Publications 
Books 
 Clayton, S. (2012, Ed.) Handbook of environmental and conservation psychology. New 
York: Oxford University Press. 
 
 Clayton, S., & Myers, G. (2009). Conservation psychology: Understanding and 
promoting human care for nature. Oxford, UK: Blackwell.   
 
 Clayton, S., & Opotow, S.  (2003, Eds.)  Identity and the natural environment.  
Cambridge, MA:  MIT Press.  
 

Clayton, S., & Crosby, F. (1992).  Justice, gender, and affirmative action.  Ann Arbor: 
University of Michigan Press. 
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Lerner, M. J., & Clayton, S. (2011). Justice and self-interest: Two fundamental motives. 
Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Book chapters and articles 
  
 Prevot-Julliard, A-C, Julliard, R., & Clayton, S. (2014).  
 
 Clayton, S., Koehn, A., & Grover, E. (2013). Making sense of the senseless: Justice, 
identity, and the framing of environmental crises.  Social Justice Research, 26, 301-319. 
 
 Clayton, S., & Kılınç, A. (2013). Proenvironmental concern and behavior in Turkey:  
The role of national and environmental identity. PsyEcology, 4, 311-330. 
 
 Clayton, S., Litchfield, C., & Geller, E.S. (2013). Psychological science, conservation, 
and environmental sustainability. Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment, 11, 377-382. 
 
 Clayton, S., Luebke, J., Saunders, C., Matiasek, J., & Grajal, A. (2013). Connecting to 
nature at the zoo: Implications for responding to climate change. Environmental Education 
Research. 
 
 Clayton, S. (2013). Nature and animals in human social interactions. In M. Bekoff (Ed.), 
Ignoring nature no more: The case for compassionate conservation (pp. 211-222). Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press. 
  
 Mueller, M., & Clayton, S. (2013, Eds.)  Introduction to the special issue: Justice and the 
Environment. Social Justice Research, 26,  
 
 Sayre, N., Kelty, R., Simmons, M., Clayton, S., Kassam, K., Pickett, S., & Chapin, F. 
(2013). Invitation to Earth stewardship. Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment, 11, 339. 
 
 Vanulaijen, A., & Clayton, S. (2012). Free public species naming to promote pro-
environmental behavior? Ecopsychology, 4 (4), 1-4. 
 
 Clayton, S. (2012). Justice in context: What environmental issues have taught me about 
justice research, and vice-versa. Umweltpsychologie, 16(2) [special issue on environmental 
justice], 104-108. 
  
 Clayton, S. (2012). Will people act to mitigate climate change?  A commentary on 
Markowitz & Bowerman, and Liu & Sibley. Analyses of Social Issues and Public Policy, 12, 
221-224. 
  
 Blaine, T., Clayton, S., Robbins, P., & Grewal, P. (2012). Homeowner attitudes 
and practices towards residential landscape management in Ohio, USA. Environmental 
Management.  
 

Clayton, S., Fraser, J., & Burgess, C. (2011). The role of zoos in fostering 
environmental identity.  Ecopsychology, 3, 87-96. 

 
Doherty, T., Clayton, S., Handwerker, S., Manning, C., & Wilmoth, G. (2011). 

Environmentally focused psychologies: A roundtable discussion. Ecopsychology, 3, 79-
86. 
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Doherty, T., & Clayton, S. (2011). The psychological impacts of global climate 

change. American Psychologist, 66, 265-276. 
 
 Swim, J., Clayton, S., & Howard, G. (2011). Human behavioral contributions to 
climate change: Psychological and contextual drivers. American Psychologist, 66, 251-
264. 
 
 Swim, J., Stern, P., Doherty, T., Clayton, S., Reser, J., Weber, E., Gifford, R., & 
Howard, G. (2011). Psychology’s contributions to understanding and addressing global 
climate change. American Psychologist, 66, 241-250. 
 
 Alumai, A, Grunkemeyer, M, Kovach, J., Shetlar, D., Cardina, J., Rimelspach, J., 
Clayton, S., & Grewal, P. (2010). Implementing Integrated Pest Management in 
Professional Lawn Care: A Case Study. Urban Ecosystems. Vol 13: 1. pp.37-49.  
 
 Devine-Wright, P., & Clayton, S. (2010, Eds.). Introduction to special issue on “Identity, 
Place, and Environmental Behaviour.” Journal of Environmental Psychology, 30 (3), 267-270. 
  
 Clayton, S. (2010). Sustainable development. The Oxford International Encyclopedia of 
Peace.(e-reference edition). Oxford University Press. http://www.oxford-
peace.com/entry?entry=t296.e689-s1  
 
 Clayton, S., Garcia, A., & Crosby, F. (2010). Women in the workplace: Acknowledging 
difference in experience and policy. In N. Russo & H. Landrine (Eds.), Handbook of diversity in 
feminist psychology. (pp. 559-581). New York: Springer. 
   
 Clayton, S., Fraser, J., & Saunders, C. (2009). Zoo experiences: Conversations, 
connections, and concern for animals. Zoo Biology.28, 377-397. 
 
 Fraser, J., Clayton, S., Sickler, J., & Taylor, A. (2009). Belonging at the zoo: Retired 
volunteers, conservation activism, and collective identity. Ageing and Society, 29, 351-368. 
 
 Clayton, S. (2008). Attending to identity: Ideology, group membership, and perceptions 
of justice. In K. Hegtvedt & J. Clay-Warner (Eds.) Advances in group processes: Justice (pp. 
241-266). Bingley, UK: Emerald. 
 
 Clayton, S. (2007) Domesticated nature: Motivations for gardening and perceptions of 
environmental impact.  Journal of Environmental Psychology, 27, 215-224. 

 
 Clayton, S. (2005). Jobs with justice. Social Justice Research, 18, 465-480. 

 
Clayton, S., & Brook, A. (2005). Can psychology help save the world? A model for 

conservation psychology. Analyses of Social Issues and Public Policy, 5 (1), 87-102.  
 
Crosby, F., & Clayton, S. (2004). Affirmative action and the search for educational 

equity. Analyses of Social Issues and Public Policy, 4 (1). 243-249. http//www.asap-spssi.org 
 
 Crosby, F., Clayton, S., Downing, R., & Iyer, A. (2004). Values and science.  American 
Psychologist, 59, 125-126. 
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Clayton, S. (2003). Environmental identity: A conceptual and an operational definition. 
In S. Clayton & S. Opotow (Eds.)  Identity and the natural environment (pp. 45-65). Cambridge, 
MA:  MIT Press. 

 
Clayton, S., & Opotow, S. (2003). Introduction:  Identity and the natural environment.  In 

S. Clayton & S. Opotow  (Eds.)  Identity and the natural environment (pp. 1-24). Cambridge, 
MA:  MIT Press. 

 
Clayton, S., & Opotow, S. (2003). Justice and identity: Changing perspectives on what is 

fair. Personality and Social Psychology Review, 7, 298-310. 
 

Beaton, A.M., Tougas, F., Clayton, S., & Perrino, A. (2003). L'impact de valeurs 
conservatrices et de préjugés racistes sur l'ouverture à l'immigration. [The impact of conservative 
values and racism on an openminded view of immigration]. Revue canadienne des sciences du 
comportement/Canadian Journal of Behavioural Science, 35, 229-237. 

 
Crosby, F., Iyer, A., Clayton, S., & Downing, R. (2003).  Affirmative action: Giving 

psychology away. American Psychologist, 58(2), 93-115. 
 
Crosby, F., & Clayton, S. (2001).  Affirmative action: Psychological contributions.  

Analysis of Social Issues and Policy, 1 , 71-87. 
 
Clayton, S. (2000). Models of justice in the environmental debate.  Journal of Social 

Issues, 56 (3), 459-474. 
 

Clayton, S. (1998).  Preference for macrojustice versus microjustice in environmental 
decisions.  Environment and Behavior, 30,162-183. 
 

Clayton, S. (1996).  The problems and promise of affirmative action.  Current World 
Leaders, 39(2), 12-26. 

 
Clayton, S. (1996).  Reactions to social categorizations:  Evaluating one argument against 

affirmative action.  Journal of Applied Social Psychology, 26, 1472-1493. 
 

Clayton, S. (1996).  What is fair in the environmental debate?  In L. Montada & M.J. 
Lerner (Eds.), Current societal concerns about justice (195-211).  New York: Plenum. 
 

Clayton, S. (1996).  What is valued in resolving environmental dilemmas:  Individual and 
contextual influences.  Social Justice Research, 9, 171-184. 
 

Hahn, P., & Clayton, S. (1996).  The effects of attorney presentation style, attorney 
gender, and juror gender on juror decisions.  Law and Human Behavior, 20, 533-554. 
 

Clayton, S. (1994).  Appeals to justice in the environmental debate.  Journal of Social 
Issues, 50(3), 13-27. 
 

Clayton, S., & Opotow, S. (1994, Eds.)  Green justice:  Conceptions of fairness and the 
natural world.  Journal of Social Issues, 50(3). 
 

Opotow, S., & Clayton, S. (1994).  Green justice:  conceptions of fairness and the natural 
world.  Journal of Social Issues, 50(3), 1-11. 
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Clayton, S. (1992).  The experience of injustice:  Some characteristics and correlates.  

Social Justice Research, 5, 71-91. 
 

Clayton, S. (1992).  Remedies for discrimination:  Race, sex, and affirmative action.  
Behavioral Sciences and the Law, 10(2), 245-257. 
 

Reid, P.T., & Clayton, S. (1992).  Racism and sexism at work.  Social Justice Research, 
5, 249-268. 
 

Clayton, S., & Lerner, M. (1991).  Complications and complexity in the pursuit of justice.  
In R. Hinde & J. Groebel (Eds.), Cooperation and prosocial behavior (173-184).  Cambridge:  
Cambridge University Press. 
 

Crosby, F.J., & Clayton, S. (1990).  Affirmative action and the issue of expectancies.  
Journal of Social Issues, 46(2), 61-79. 

 
Clayton, S., & Tangri, S. (1989).  The justice of affirmative action.  In F.A. Blanchard & 

F. Crosby (Eds.), Affirmative action in perspective (177-192).  New York:  Springer-Verlag. 
 

Clayton, S., & Crosby, F. (1986, Eds.)  Social issues and personal life:  The search for 
connections.  Journal of Social Issues, 42(2). 
 

Clayton, S., & Crosby, F. (1986).  Postscript:  The nature of connections.  Journal of 
Social Issues, 42(2), 189-194. 
 

Crosby, F., & Clayton, S. (1986).  Introduction:  The search for connections.  Journal of 
Social Issues, 42(2), 1-9. 
 

Crosby, F., Clayton, S., Hemker, K., & Alksnis, O. (1986).  Cognitive biases in the 
perception of discrimination:  The importance of format.  Sex Roles, 14, 637-646.  
 
Book reviews 
  
 
 Clayton, S. (2013). Building human well-being. [Review of DVD Biophilic design: The 
architecture of life.] PsycCRITIQUES-Contemporary Psychology: APA Review of Books, 58 (5) 
 
 Clayton, S. (Spring, 2013). [Review of D. Burley, Losing ground: Identity and land loss 
in coastal Lousiana.] Louisiana History Journal 
 
 Clayton, S. (2009). The value of climate change. [Review of M. Hulme, Why we disagree 
about climate change.] PsycCRITIQUES- Contemporary Psychology: APA Review of 
Books. 
 
 Clayton, S. (2006, December 27). The personal is environmental: Bringing the global 
warming message to the masses.  [Review of A Gore, An Inconvenient Truth: The Planetary 
Emergency of Global Warming and What We Can Do About It.] PsycCRITIQUES – 
Contemporary Psychology: APA Review of Books, 51 (No. 52), Article 1. 
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Clayton, S. (2006). [Review of P. Barlett, Ed., Urban Place: Reconnecting with the 
Natural World]. Journal of Environmental Psychology, 26, 83-84. 

 
Clayton, S. (2003). [Review of P. H. Kahn & S. Kellert, Eds., Children and Nature]. 

Human Ecology Review, 10, 189-190. 
 
Clayton, S., & Howell, C.  (1992).  [Review of E. Meehan & S. Sevnhuijsen, Eds., 

Equality politics and gender.]  Sex Roles, 27, 566-569. 
 
Recent Presentations 
 
 Clayton, S., Bexell, S., & Ping, X. (2013, September). Promoting wildlife conservation 
through core identities: Possibilities in China. Paper presented at the International Conference on 
Environmental Psychology, Magdeburg, Germany. 
 
 Clayton, S., & Grover, E. (2012, September). Justice, identity, and perceptions of climate 
change. Paper presented at the meeting of the International Society for Justice Research, Tel 
Aviv, Israel. 
 
 Clayton, S. (2012, August). “Epistemology, ethics, and practice in environmental 
psychology.” Roundtable discussion participant. 
 
 Clayton, S., & Koehn, A. (2011, August). Perceptions of responsibility and harm 
following the Gulf oil spill. Paper presented at the meeting of the American Psychological 
Association, Washington, D.C. 
 

Bernstein, M.H., & Clayton, S.D. (2011, May). The natural environment's effect 
on emotion, cognition, and health. Poster session presented at the meeting of Association 
for Psychological Science, Washington D.C. 

 
Clayton, S., & Burgess, C. (August, 2010). Paper presented at the meeting of the 

International Society for Justice Research, Banff, CA. 
 
Clayton, S., Bernstein, M., Falkoff, S., Pape, J., & Stein, E. (August, 2010). Paper 

presented at the meeting of the American Psychological Association, San Diego, CA. 
 
Clayton, S., & Pape, J. (July, 2010). Paper presented at the International 

Conference for Applied Psychology, Melbourne, AU. 
 
Clayton, S. (August, 2009). Transboundary protected areas and the promotion of 

positive intergroup relations. Paper presented at the meeting of the American 
Psychological Association, Toronto, CA. 

 
Clayton, S. (June, 2009). Nature in urban environments: The role of zoos. Paper 

presented at the meeting of the Society for Human Ecology, Manchester, UK. 
 
Clayton, S. (February, 2009). Expanded identity and support for environmental 

protection. Paper presented at the meeting of the Society for Personality and Social 
Psychology, Tampa, FL. 
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Clayton, S., Fraser, J., & Burgess, C. (September, 2008). Defining wild animals: 
Visitor conversations in response to zoo exhibits. Paper presented at the meeting of the 
Society for Human Ecology, Bellingham, WA. 

 
Clayton, S. (August, 2008). What do we do at the zoo? The significance of a wild 

urban setting. Paper presented at the meeting of the American Psychological Association, 
Boston, MA. 
 

Clayton, S., Burgess, C., & Gertz, N. (July, 2008). Perceptions of urban green 
spaces. Paper presented at the meeting of the International Association of Person-
Environment Studies, Rome, Italy. 
 
 Burgess, Claire &  Clayton, Susan (June, 2008). Effects of a local park on an 
urban neighborhood. Poster presented at the meeting of the Society for the Psychological 
Study of Social Issues, Chicago, IL. 
 
 Clayton, S. (2007, August). Environmental identity and support for animal rights. Paper 
presented at the meeting of the American Psychological Association, San Francisco.  
 
 Clayton, S., Fraser, J., & Saunders, C. (2006, October).Interpreting animals at the zoo: 
Visitor-to-visitor communication about animal exhibits. Paper presented at the meeting of the 
Society for Human Ecology, Bar Harbor, Maine. 
 
 Clayton, S. (2006, August). Justice for all? The case of animal rights. Paper 
presented at the meeting of the International Society for Justice Research, Berlin. 
 
 Clayton, S. (2006, June). Psychological tools to promote conservation.  In C. 
Saunders (chair), Conservation psychology. Symposium at the meeting of the Society for 
Conservation Biology, San Jose. 
 
 Clayton, S. (2005, October). Using biology and psychology to help home 
gardeners care for their land.  In G.Myers (chair), Conservation psychology. Symposium 
presented at the meeting of the Society for Human Ecology, Salt Lake City.  
  
 Clayton, S. (2005, August). Effects of exhibits on zoo visitor responses to 
animals. In S. Clayton & E. Tobach (chairs), Psychologists in zoos.  Symposium 
presented at the meeting of the American Psychological Association, Washington, DC. 
  
 Clayton, S. (2004, July). What the natural environment has to offer mainstream 
psychology. In D. Winter (chair), Environmental, Eco, and Conservation Psychology: 
Exploring the Intersections. Symposium presented at the meeting of the American 
Psychological Association, Honolulu, HI. 
 
 Clayton, S. (2004, July). Perceptions of identity and perceptions of justice.  In S. 
Clayton (chair), Justice and Identity. Symposium presented at the meeting of the 
International Society for Justice Research, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada. 
 
 Clayton, S. (2004, June). The necessity and utility of conservation psychology in 
environmental venues.  Panel discussion presented at the International Symposium on 
Society and Resource Management, Keystone, CO.  
 



Department of Psychology • Wooster, Ohio 44691-2363 • (330) 263-2000 

 Clayton, S. (2003, August). Thinking about nature and the self.  In Connections to 
Nature:  The Significance of Nature for Identity.  Symposium presented at the meeting of 
the American Psychological Association, Toronto. 
 
 
Invited presentations 
 Toyo University, Tokyo, Japan. March 2014 
 Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan. March 2014 
 Portland, Oregon area Sierra Club, October 2013. 
 Symposium on Conservation Psychology, University of Southern California, May 2013. 
 Sustainability Preconference, Society for Personality and Social Psychology Conference, 
January 2013. Keynote presentation. 
 Denver Zoo, May 2012 
 Corvinus University, Budapest, Hungary. February 2012. 
 Musee Nationale d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris, France. February 2012. 
 Texas A&M, College of Architecture research symposium. October 2011. Keynote 
address. 
 Ecological Society of America, August 2011. Plenary panel discussant. 
 American Psychological Association, August 2011.”Conservation psychology: Using 
psychological tools to address environmental challenges.” 
 Haceteppe University, Ankara, Turkey, May 2011. “Environmental and conservation 
psychology:  Theoretical and practical tools for environmental challenges.” 
 Claremont Graduate University, March 2011. “Identity and environment in social 
context.” Part of the Claremont symposium on applied social psychology. 
 Bennington College, April 2010. “Psychology and environmental challenges.” 
 Oberlin College, November 2009. “Psychology and environmental challenges.” 
 Warren Wilson College, November 2009. “Can psychology help save the world? Human 
responses to environmental challenges.” 
 Universitaet Eichstaett, Germany, October 2009. “Justice and environmental conflict: 
The role of identity.” 
 Case Western Reserve University Association for Continuing Education, October, 2009. 
“Responding to global climate change”. 
 Sichuan University, Chengdu, China, May 2009. “What do we do at the zoo?” 
 Carolinas Psychology Conference, Meredith College, April 2009. “Conservation 
psychology: Why and how people care for nature.” 
 Baldwin-Wallace College, April 2009. “Conservation psychology: Why and how people 
care for nature.” 
 Carleton College, October 2008. “Conservation psychology: Why and how people care 
for nature.” 
 Antioch University New England, October 2008. “Environment and identity” 
 York College, April, 2008. “Environmental identity: Self and nature in social context.” 
 University of Missouri, Columbia, November, 2007. “Conservation psychology: Why 
and how people care for nature.” 
 Urban Landscaping Ecology Project, Cleveland, OH, October, 2007. “Some 
psychological factors surrounding urban lanscapes.”  
 Centre for Research on Inequality, Human Security, and Ethnicity (University of Oxford, 
Department of International Development), Singapore, October 2007. “Affirmative action in the 
United States: Social and psychological context.” 
 Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, Cleveland, December 2006: “Relationships between humans 
and the rest of nature: Using insights from psychology to promote conservation” 
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 American Psychological Association, New Orleans, August 2006: “Why and how people 
care for nature” 
 Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, Cleveland, March 2006: “Visitor responses toward zoos and 
zoo animals” 
 Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center, Wooster, August 2005: “Toward 
an ecologically sustainable college landscape” 
 University of Massachusetts, Boston, September 2004:  “Human/Nature:  Taking 
positions in environmental conflicts” 
  
 
Professional activities and honors 
 Editor, Human Ecology Review, 2009-2012 
 Recipient of the 2004 Distinguished Publication Award from the Association for Women 
in Psychology for Crosby, Iyer, Clayton, & Downing, 2003.  

Recipient of the 1993 Outstanding Book award from the Gustavus Myers Center for the 
Study of Human Rights in the United States for Justice, gender, and affirmative action (Clayton 
& Crosby, 1993) 

Fellow, Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues, Society for Population and 
Environmental Psychology, American Psychological Association; Member, Society for 
Personality and Social Psychology, International Society for Social Justice Research 

Member, Phi Beta Kappa, Sigma Xi, Psi Chi 
Editorial board member for Analysis of Social issues And Policy (ASAP), the electronic 

journal of the Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues, 2001-2004, 2008-2011; 
Human Ecology Review, the journal of the Society for Human Ecology, 2000-09; Journal of 
Social Issues, 2006-2009; Environmental Communication: A Journal of Nature and Culture, 
2006-2010 

Editorial board member for Social Justice Research, 2011-present 
Editorial board member for the Journal of Environmental Psychology, 2006-present 
Editorial board member for PsyEcology, 2009-present 
Invited participant in a workshop on “Responding to Ecological Loss: The Promise and 

Limits of Ingenuity”, sponsored by Resources for the Future, May 2013 
Invited participant in a workshop on Earth Stewardship sponsored by the National 

Science Foundation, June 2012 
Invited participant in a workshop on Defining Climate Literacy sponsored by the North 

American Association for Environmental Education, July 2011 
Invited participant in a workshop on Educating for Climate Change organized by the 

National Research Council, October, 2010 
Participant in workshop at Radcliffe College on “Experience sampling using Palm Pilots 

to capture day-to-day life in numbers”, sponsored by the Henry A. Murray Research Center, 
February, 2003. 

Participant in conference at Nag's Heart Feminist Center on "Women in the workplace," 
May, 1996. 

Participant in conference at Radcliffe College on "Beyond difference as a model for 
studying gender:  In search of new stories to tell", sponsored by the Henry A. Murray Research 
Center, May 1995 

Dissertation committee member: Yi-Hsuan Hsu (2003, Ohio State University), Edith 
MacDonald (2011, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand), Alix Cosquer (2012, 
Musee Nationale d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris), Elissa Pearson (2012, University of South 
Australia), Abeer Salem (2013, Prescott College), Hayley Tindle (2014, University of South 
Australia) 
 


